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CasteWatchUK: Conference Resolution – 2 July 2011

Today’s conference considered the Equality Act 2010 and the next steps to be taken in
achieving the objective of a legal prohibition on caste discrimination in the UK.
WHEREAS the Conference acknowledged that:
(a) Caste based discrimination in the United Kingdom would have a detrimental effect on
community cohesion and individual rights;

(b) The UK Government has obligations under the International Convention for the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination to include in domestic legislation provision for the
prohibition of Caste discrimination and analogous systems of discrimination based on
descent or inherited status;

(c) There is credible and cogent evidence of the existence of caste discrimination in the
UK in the form of the report, ‘Caste Discrimination and Harassment in Great Britain’
(Hilary Metcalfe and Heather Rolfe, December 2010), published by the National Institute
of Economic and Social Research;

(d) The current provisions of the Equality Act 2010 do not adequately address the
problems of caste based discrimination;

(e) There was a need to continue the campaign of CasteWatchUK and other organisations
with similar objectives to persuade the Government to use the power under s.9(5) of the
Equality Act to make caste an aspect of race for the purposes of that Act;

AND the Conference HEREBY RESOLVED as follows:

(1) To continue the campaign for legislation prohibiting caste-based discrimination in the
UK;

(2) To approve and endorse the NIESR Report on ‘Caste Discrimination and Harassment
in Great Britain’;

(3) To urge the UK Government to take immediate steps pursuant to s.9(5) of the
Equality Act to make caste an aspect of race for the purposes of that Act and/or to make
caste a prohibited characteristic for the purposes of that Act
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